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Conclusions

SR evaluations are used to identify needs (as when access to services is lower
than expected), facilitate program development (as when a given program has
better outcomes in one district than in another), and inform funding decisions
made by the Stanislaus Commission (as when outcomes for one SR service are
consistently better than those of another SR service that targets the same
outcome). Annual presentations of evaluation findings to districts, the
Commission, and other stakeholders identify best practices and promising
programs. Furthermore, the longitudinal nature of our design, and the baseline
cohorts that constitute a true comparison group, have enabled us to identify the
long-term benefits of SR funding. This is especially evident in literacy
development, where SR funding appears to have a tremendous impact on
literacy development, and may help English learners overcome the literacy gap
that they might otherwise experience relative to their native English peers.
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